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OF ALL SVCH FEES AS ARE 


Due to the Biſhop of London , and all his depending” 
Officers, as Commiſlaryes , Regiſters, Proftors, and 
Apparitors, as hath been given in to his Majeſtyes 
Commiſsjoners in Starchamber under-their 
own hands in the month of November 
M. DC. XXX, 


Wherets is added a true diſcovery of ſuch fees ordinarily exaHle 
them upon his Majeſtyes good ſubjetts contrary to thif' thei 
own table and the ſtatute laws of the lands 


owed by STEVEN PVCKELL and cnt 93 
token for his countryes good, i 


ta. 61,1 the Lord love indgmeht, Thate robbery for 4 juego ; 


s 1. The, 4:3. with. 6, 


18 this is the will of God, &rc. That no man goe beyond and defraud 
- brotherin anie matter becanſe that the Lordis the —_ of a al 
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T,0 THE RIGHT HONOVRABLE THE LORDS © 7 
of his Majeſtyes Commiſtioners for new ereted offices of 

and innovated fees , andtoall others that are doers and + 

I lovers of juſtice , health and proſperity attend you  * 

inall your Ilawfull deſignes, with all encreafe © 8 

of honour and favour both withGod and men, A 
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dom Which God hath furmſhed your Noble Perſons 4 
2) withall, together with the power and authority putt ® 
& into your bads by his Ma jeſty for the ſeeing and nqui- 3 
ring into all extorted and innorvated fees , it made. © 

me to conceive your bonours Were the men that God bad appoynted 

to deliver the oppreſſed from the band of the oppreſſour, which did in- 
Courage me to ſeeke releaſe under your honours proteFtion, againſt my 
cruel oppreſſours, in Which I freely confeſſe I found ( to Gods glory be 

t ſpoken) more then ordinary ſucceſſe, by your honors means,in that 
your a9 procured my peace for aWhile in comaunding 
chat Commiſſarymy accuſer to ſuſpend his ſuite apainf# me, in the 
I | High commfſion, but yet it was but for a while , inthat my buſy and 
malicions adverſary ( getting ſomething in reſpsft of my conſcience as 
your honours well know) inſenced againſt mee ſome bigh ( ommiſfia>. 7” 
" mers as the oA rchbiſhop of Canterbury and Biſhop of Londox , who © 
( contrary to your honours order made ) did forthWith purſue me wit A "2k 
ſuch wiolence , as if they thirfted for my bloud , and nothing but my "i 
Lfe would ſerve ther turn, for which cauſeIwas inforced to leave my © 
oWn natrve country, to ſeeke ſhelter in forrain parts , where through + 
the Lords goodnes baving found a place of breathing, I have thoughts 
it my duty to ſpeak, according to my ſtrenobt, from a forre, and to-prel 
ASS. V4, 
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Mt 10 Y0ur DURaAYT ov f diſcovery vf ſome of thtir extortions T have 
Taken OW, edvt of in their proceedmgs, to orve your Honours occaſion 


*” eodrye into this myFtery of iniquity, where I doubt not but your wiſ- 


 doms Wil ſoon finde out much more then my ſhallownes canextend 
to , yet by this little I diſcern and diſcover,they are to other then mer- 
ciles oppreſſours intruders upd the ſubjefts rights and priviledges, and 
Who 1s appointed under God and his Majeſty to curb them , and tore- 
ſtrain their inordmatee+lawles courſes but your honours, but they ba- 
ving bee much fleſhed by prevailing againſt all ſorts, haply eheirinſs- 
lency, will not fear to attept to make an aſſault againſt yours honours 
in caſe you queſtion them for their injuſtice and oppreſſion in theſe or 
other their proceedings, yet I truſt they ſhall not prevaile,but having 
begun to fall they ſhall fall more and more , till their uſurped power 
(under Which manie moum) be utterly overthrowne. Tocallto your _ 
honours remembrance their late injuſtice in my own particular, Ihave 
preſumed once again to renue my complaints to your bonours againſ# 
them, and for farther evidences,every day affoards his juſt complaint 
apainf! them, wherever they keep ther courts , or excerciſe authority 
over his Majeſtyes ſubjefts im anie part of his dominion. If therefore 
God ſhall move your honours hearts to goe on with ſo good a work, 
as to purge not onely them of theſe evils , but free the churches and 
people of God of theſe ftranje of fices , God ſhall bave much glory by 
you, the Church and people of God, much peace and freedom,the land 
purged of manie a crying ſin , and the Kings throne eftabliſhed in ju- 
frice and righteouſnes; which that your honours may be inabled to: doe 
the God of truth and juſtice be with your honours, and double the ſpi- 
rit of courage, and wiſedom on you, I reft at your honours ſerpice to 
bee commanaed, 
Rn STEVEN PVCKELL 
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To' the truely and wel affeted Chriſtian Reader ne 


Hriſtian ReaderGod by his wiſe providence ordering all things to bu 
%../ oWne glory,hath bene pleaſed after many ard ſore trialls to bring me 
the unworthyeſt of his ſervants to a place of more reſt and ſafety in reſpe#t 
of my preſent condition , then 1 either had, or peſſibly could look, for in 
myne owne land; 1 therfore ſcrioſly conſideringe by how mony bond: 7 
ffand bound toxAlmighty God for theſe many great mercy* + 191 fir 
delyverances which &have received from bis mere gocaves an.) 
vidence, as alſo well conſidering, how nearly my ſole i knit to you 775 (c 
ning Conntrymen : 1 could not but ont of pitty to yeur preſe ut eſtate , «ud 
conſcience of myne oWne duty to God, and you all, anſier your reaſona- 
ble reguests and earneſt expeitation in adventuring to put thes few lines 
zo the open view of the world, the Which thing God who hnoWes my 
hart , knoWes 1 aime not at any mans perſon , neither have 1 added any 
thing but have taken a true coppy of all the fees as they Were preſented 
before his Mage#ties ( omiſſionets in Starchamber, confirmed under every 
of their ovone generall hands , without adding any thing therts , by the 
Which the Wiſe and diſcrete reader may in ſome ſort from his owne expe- 
riehce(Who is the beſt ſcholemaſter) playnly ſee how treblingly theſe ſhoul- 
ders and poſts by the which the kingdome of Antichriſt is yet upheld in our 
Kingdom of England do tyraniſe,not onely over the ſoules and conſcieces, 
but over the bodyes and goods of his «IM agiftyes loving ſubjetts , their 
Cannons and Conſtitutions, Iniunttions and Decrees , tending to no pur- 
poſe but onely to be ſnares and gins to the ſoules and bodyes of men : thus 
thoſe Who would be thought ts be the prophens of England are all ke theſe 
prophets in fſrael: Holca 9.8. the ſuare of a fowler is in all their wayes, 
all their projetts being how ts grow great and maintayn their pomp and 
ftite, allthough it be With the blood of the poore fatherleſſe & widdow; yea 
though it be to the oventhrow of King and ſtate, which I vil indeavonr to 
clear by thes propeſuions. For proofe Wherof I will appeall to nove other 
but to thyne oWne experience. Firſt Who ſceth not that all their 
Cannons and Decree both new and ould tend to no other end but the in- 
thralling of the ſoules and bodyes of Geds people,and the bringing of thens 
wnder an Amichriftian yoke,wich appeares firſt that ſince the yeare 1624. 
they have changed the oath of (urchWardens and fidemen ( «s they call 
them ) into that forme that ut is noW become nothing ells but a rack for the 
conſciences of men and may truly be called an injurjous and blooday oath 
2. What elſe is the ground, Why they have taken aWay all thoſe Cannons 
A 3 thas 
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that veſpeft them ſelues , that the people cannot ſee them , but that 
they might more peaceably and freely prey on the bodyes and ſonles of men 
at their oWwne pleaſures. 3. What is the reaſon they doe of late wſe [0 
many ſhiftes and trickes to maintayne their ſtanding s as they do by devi- 
fng all the inchrochments upon the liberty 0 the ſubjeft, the like whereof 
cannot beparalelled by robbing of the nobility of their honorns,tytles,offices, 
and digmtyes , and conferring them on their owne heades or the heades 
of their favorites, yea is it not matter enough(if not a friend to the prelacy ) 
for any (though otherwiſe de ſerving never ſo well) to ſtand like a beakon 
on the top of a hill not reſpefted. 4. Whoſeeth not , that all the good 
and Wholleſomme lawes of the Common Wealth is by them turned 
upſide downe, & like a leaden wand bowed to every end that ſuits them 
ſelnes, be it right or Wrong ; thus like horſes are they prepared to battell 
with ſtrong unreſiſtible power to beare dovyne all before them that doth but 
mute aganft their curſed rſurpations. 5. whatranke or order of men 
conpes not #naer their tyranny and oppreſſion in their matchles extortions? 
they ſleight the rich in the hcight of theiy pride , they regard not the cryes 
of the widdow and fatherleſſe, but like men voyd of compaſſion or bereft 
of humanity wring and Wwre#t from all men in all cauſes abundantly more 
then is alowed them by their owne (annons and Ecclefiaſticall lawes; 
and eſpecially in the probats of wills and adminiſtrations they are as the 
Proph. Zephſaith.3.3. Like the evening wolfs that l:ave not thebones un- 
till the morning.my brethre may not theLord coplaine againſt us as againſt 
his owne people. Ter. 5.26. that among hts people are found Wicked men 
that lay Wait as he that ſetteth ſnares , they ſet atrap to catch men 3 4s a 
cage i; full of birdes , ſo are their howſes full of deceyt, therfore they are 
become great © Wax rich , aiſo tl ey rg not the cauſe of the fatherleſſe, 
but as inthe 29. ſhall not the Lord viſit for theſe thinges? ſhall not hs ſoule 
be avenged on ſ1:ch a nation as this? Therfore brethren and loving conn- 
trymen conſidering theſe things , let me in a word ſpeak, to you all under 
thefe Wo ranks, cther as you are the called of Goa » or as yet wncalled by 
him. And firjt to you that are called of God, let me Speak, to you in the 
words ol the Lord by the Prophet Ierera. 2:18; What have vow io dO0C 
m the way of Zgypt, to: diink the waree» of Sihor ? '06 what halt 
thou to qoc in the way of Aﬀflyria, to drink the watcts of the river? 
O; for te fear of manto bee found in the Way of Giloall ; forall their 
wickednes isin Gilzall , there doth the Lord hate them, aud for their int - 
Ghityes Wil in bs time arive they out of his hozſe'; ther for e cume not at 
the Coutts > obey not theiz ſummons ſent ont in their own names aga;nit 
the 


the law of the land and henewr of the Kirg, ſe that if the Kings Majeſty 
were not yery patient towards them , and thoſe that ſubmit totheir uſur- 
pations where Were they ? Truſt God With your goods andlives,he 1s able 
ro recompence all wth better , ad not fire then ts this altar of Baal, neither 
0 purſe nor preſence , Wal k not after theſe commaundemens of men 
eſt Ephraim like, ye Þc oppreſſed and broken in judgment , and 
the Lord becc me toy ou (as to him) a woth, or as hewas to Indah 
rxottencs, Hoſea 5. 11. 12. My brethren be not affraid of man in Geds 
cauſe, conſider what the eA, poſile ſaith to Timothy 2. epiſt. 1.7. God 
hath not given to us the ſpirit of fear, but of power, of love, ofa . 
ſound minde, Where obſerve, this fear of man for the prevailing power 
therof » 35 called the ſpirit of feare , and 15 oppoſed to the ſpirit of God, as 
power , and loye and a ſound minde , whence then We may learn. That 
Where ever this fear of man is reſiding in the ſtrength and power of it, 
there no ſound power of godlines , nor ſoundnes of judgment , nor power of 
«ttion,is to be looked for. Beſides this fear of man Will be a ſnare to you,for 
the fear of man bringeth a ſnare, but who fo iruſleth in God ſhalbe 
ſure. Proy. 29.25. Beſides there is a lake prepared for the fearful, ſay 
not then wth the fainthearted ſþyes , there be giants, and walls up to hea- 
ven, and we ſhall never oyerccme, for We overcome in ſufferring. (on (ider 
alſo, that God, the GoFpell, and the people of God, are more beholding ( if 
I may ſo fpeak,) to one conſtant ſufferrer ſent of Ged , then toten thouſand 
fainthearted apoſtates and backſliders , therefere my brethren locke what 
Gods worthyes have done, and doe like Wiſe , as Paule to Timo.2. epiſt. 1. 
8. ſo I ſpeak to you all in his Words, Be not you therefore aſhancd of 
the teſtimonie of our lord , nor of me his priſonner, but be you par- 
takers of the afflitions of the Goſpel! , accordirg to the power of 
God who hath ſaved us ard called us with an holy callirg 
And to you my countrymen that are yet uncalled what ſhall I ſay ? to 
ſett you « Worke about the works of a living ma that have not a princip/eof 
life in you, Were but a vain thing, 1 therefore ſay no more to you but thus, 
Take conrege to your ſelvs 4s you are men, and knoW your oWn privilea- 
e3 and ſtand to them, conſider the laws of a kingdome are the ſubjetts in- 
eritance, and no ſubjelt can be deprived of them Without manifeſt mju- 
ftice , therfore ſuffer not your ſelys to be gulled in theſe things , looke the 
Statute for the probate of Wills and teftaments,obſerve the penaltyes upon 
all that ſhall extort upon the ſame,the lave ſaying direttely in theſe Words 
Thar if a Biſhop or Archbiſhop or anie other eccichalticall jurit+ 
diction ſhall extort or take of anic of his Maycſtyes (ubjcs,cither 
MOce 
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tore or greater fees then is" allowed thew by law, they ſhall forfcie 
ro the party wronged three times that they take to the party grei- 
ved, and over and aboye thcy ſball forfeit to the king ten pounds 
the which ſhalbe levyed by way of treſpaſſe, or of debt recovera- 
ble by lawe in anic of his Majeſtyes courts of recotd » againſt which 
aQion there ſhalbe no appeale nor a& of crrour to be graunted 

but the monics (o levyed ſhalbe one half to the King, ad the other 
half ro the partye wronged. Or els thou muſt maintain thy right by 

an inditement at the common ſc{fions of the quarter where the of- 

fence was committed. Thus in as fey Words and 4s pmiiftually as 1 can 

I have commended theſe ſmall labours of mine to thee , which I deſire 

way be to Gods glory and thy direftion, and then let God deale wth mee as 
{eemeth good in his owne cies, Farewell in the Lord farewell, 


From my lodging in Amſterdam 
the 6, of December 1631. 


STEVEN PYCKELL, 


| Engliſh nation , therefore aiſplay no tonger the coulturs of Antichriit in rhe 
| <p 


TO ALL THOSE IN. ENGLAND 
exerciſing Eccleſiaſticall power andjuriſdiion over Gods peo- 
ple, Biſhops , Archbiſhops , Archdeacons , Deans, Officialls , 
Commiſlarics, andall other their depending Officers, from the 
higheſt Prelate to the meaneſt Apparitor in the Kingdom, 


| (): that my counſell might become acceptable to you all, that you 


would breake of your offences by repentance, and your crueltyes by 
| merey to Gods ſaints and people, and that you Would leave lording 
of it over your fellow brethren , let not the Lord When he ſhall come in the 
cloudes , fnde you ſmiting Ieremie on the cheek , leſt Paſhurs portion prove 
your inheritance , and the Lord male you a terreur to your ſelvs , for knoW 
you all fox a certain, that yokr vinjards are moſt ripe to thewinepreſſe,and 
that the Angell Wbo hath that ſharp ſichle in his hand , is coming. forth to 
cutt doYone all the vines of the vineyards of the earth, and to caſt them into 
the winepreſſe of the wrath of a'mighty God, therefore let me again and 
again intreat you, to le:wve lerding of it over Gods inheritance, and rob wot , 
the Kings Majeſty of his maintenaunce; nor the nobility of their tiiles and 
dignityes, nor the magiſtrates of their poWerand authority , nor the ſubjects 
of their rigths and inheritances, take not the garmente from the Wwiddew, 
nor the bread from the fatherles by your extortions , eate not up the Lords 
people like bread any longer , leſt the Lord bring a plagne upon you,” ont of 
which you ſhall not hee able to puil your necks , lit the Lord Chriſfts name 
be honoured and ſets up in all his of fices and ordinaunces on Sion his holy 
mountain , juſſel him no longer out of his Kingly throne ; leſt he reckon you 
among his enemies, and ſo /lay you all before him, build not up your Syow 
with bloods, nor your Ieruſalem with cr ueltyes , leſt you make a fruitfull 
land become an heap, or a deſolate wildernes, think not by cruelty to 
ſnppreſſe Gods truth, for rathes then it ſhall want witneſſes, God Wil make 
the flones 10 dot it, and ſo raiſe up witneſſes out of the duſt of them, whom 
you and your forefathers have zine, digge no longer ſo deep to hide your 
counſells from the Lord, for the Lords knowes , and hath revealed it to his 
ſainits, that you are no other, they the very bellowes of Antichrift,by Which 
he blowes up and kindleth that fire of ſuperitition and idolatrye in our 


Lords 


ge 24 
Lords eamp, hold no longer up the enſigve flafſe of that man if ſin , by which 
qou have ſo long beaten the Lords people, lay down your bucklirs new at the 
length at the Lords feete, that if it he poſſible you may finde mercy; oh hear, 
kear,and be not proud, leſt your bonds increaſe;let not the ſoules ofGodsſaints 
(V*hom you contemne) weep anie longer iuſecret for. your pride , be not you a 
means 10 cauſe the Lord tofo1ſake his people and to ſufſer his people to be led 
a\vay captive and to ſing the ſongs of Sionin a range land,and be not ſo in 
love With an 1ialianLord,as for him to ingage your foulcs, King and ciittrye, 
But Why doe I thus ſpeake unto you ? can a blackemoore change his ſkin? 
Net unleſſe it be fiead of, no more can jou, unleſſe the Lord change your na» 

tures, and make you of wolvs, ſheep, and of tyons, lambs, which the Lord in 
his 1tme will either effet# in you, or els Will givc;ou your portion With the 
beaſte and the falſe prophet, and With all thiſe that with you have received 
the marke of the bea#t , in their forcheads and hands. Thinke not that I 
aime at anie mans perſon , but at the unlawfutines of your callings and 
ſtandings, for my ſoule pittzeth your perſons to ſee ſo manie excellent natu- 

rall parts, which manie of ycu are indued withall , brwitched with thoſe 

ſtrong deluſions , which the juit God hath ſent for the damnation call 
thoſe that receive not the love of thetruth, yea the Lord krows I would te 

glad io become ante thing to doeyon good , but of that 1 have little hope 

therfore fare Well, 


S. P. 
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OF ALL SVCH FEES AS ARE DBYS IQ. FM. 
Eccleſiaſtical courts under the Biſhop of London in the 
liberty of Eſſex and Harford, and to all the 
depending Officers of them , both Iudges, 

Regiſters , Apparitors and Pro@ors 
in cauſes of inſtance betweene 

party and party, 


| roy for decrecing the originall 
citation and for ſcaling of it 


Item for decrecing the originall Cita- 
tion in a matrimoniall cauſe with an in- 
kibition and for ſcaling of it 


Item for rhe decree for every party 


principall 
Item for eyery decree viis & modes 


Item for every excommunication or 
ſuſpenſion in writing 


Item for every abſolution frem an 
excommunication or ſuſpenſion 


Item for letters tcſtimoniall to be 
made upon a ſcarch or any other cauſe 


Item for the oath of cycry witnes 
upon any matter 


Item for examination of eyery firſt 
witnes upon any mattcr 


vj. d. 


xij. d, 


ix. d. 


ix.d. 


ix.d, 


Ix,d. 


vj.{.viij.d. 


nil. 


ix.d. 


Commiſlary. Regiſter. Apparitor. 


Vj. d. nil, 
xij. d. nil, 
ix.d, nil, 
ix.d. nil, 

onely iy,d. at 
ix.d. nil. 

the relcaſe. 

ix.d. iy.d. 
vj-{.viij.d, nil. 
nil, lj.d | 
ix.d. nil. 
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\  Trem for examination of eyery other 
witnes 


Item for the examination of witneſſes 
upon interro gatorics 


Item for the examination of every 
patty principall 


Item for the oath of cycry party prin- 
Cipall 


Item for the copy of every witnes 
up6 any matter produced and examined 


Item for the copy of the partyes prin« 
cipall anſwer 


| Item for every commiſſion for the 
examination of a party principall or 
witneſſes , or for the prailing of goods 
of a decealled or to take the oath of a 
party upon an inventorie or accountes 
or any other matter 


Item for the conſtitution of a protor 


Item for exhibition of eycry proxic 
in writing 


Item for eyery ate 
Item for everie at upon the opening 
Or receleving of a prohibition , conſul- 


tation orany others of the Kings writs 


Item for every deffinitiye ſentence 
and interlocutoric decres 


ix.d 


ix.d 


nil. 


nil. 


nil. 


iv.d.ob, 


ix.d 


ix,.d 


nil, 


viij.d 


xij. 


Commiſſary. Regiſter, Apparitor. 
iv.d,ob. 


nil. 
nil. 


nil. 


nil. 


nil. 


nil. 


nil. 


nil . 


nil. 
for a delay 
xij. d 
Item 


Item for every ſignificavit , to the 
chancery for the taking and impriſo- 
ning of an cxcommunicate perſon in any 
cauſe as well of inſtance as office 


Item for eyery'ſigmficayit , to the 
chancery for the fieedom and inlarge- 
ment of an excommunicate in any caulc 
as well inſtance as oftice 


Item fer the copy of every order of 
pennance 


Item for tranſmitting every proces 
Tudicts a que ad fudicem ad quem , tothe 
Regiſter according to the taxation of 
the Iudg ad quem or according to the 
, compolition of xxx. betweene the Re- 


giſter and the party appellant 


Item for the ſcale of the Iudge a quo 
{ct to the proces tranſmitted 


Item for all letters of gardionſhip 
under {ſcale 


Commiſſary, Regiſter, Apperſrot. 


v.{. 


y.{, 


Yj-d. 


nil. 


vj-l.vih.d 


vj.(.viij.d 


v.[. nil, 
y.l. nil. 
to ſee it executed 
yj.d xij.d 
xijj.C nil 
nil, nil, 


vil. viij.d nil. 


IN CAVSES OF OFFICE 


gr for every originall citation 
and appearance of cycry patty 


Item for cyery decree yiis & modts 


Item for every excommunication or 


ſuſpenſion under lcale 


vj.d 
ix.d 


ix.d 


Commiſlary, Regiſter. Apparitor. 


vj.d iv.d 
ix.d iy.d 
ix.d iv.d 


RN FE 
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On 
- 


3 , 
& Trem for every abſolution from an 
© Excommunication or ſuſpenſion 


= Tem for letters teſtimonial to be 
 - made upon any caule 


Item for the examination of cvery 


party principal 


Item for the copy of eycry partyecs 
principall anſwer 


Item for the oath of cycry party 
principall 


TIrem for the drawing of proxic for 
APCArance at all yifitations and ſynods 


Itemfor the exhibition and coſigna- 
tion of every proxic in writing at the yi- 
firations and {ynods onecly 


Item for regiſtering the names of the 
churhwardens and iydemen of eyery 
pariſh 


Item for every certificat made to the 
Bſhop by the Commillar y for the com- 
mutation of any penance 


Item when any pennance is commu» 
ted by the Biſhop and the commutation 
extended to the Commiſlary 


Item for the writing of any bond ta- 
ken for the indemnity of the Iudg or his 
commillary upon any cauſe 


Commiſſary, Regiſter, Apparſtor, 


ix:d ix.d nil. 


and for the writing of them if the 


vj-viij.d - vj-l.viig.d nil. 
cauſe ſo require. 

ix.d ix.d nil. 
nil, xij.d nil, 
nil. nil. hj.d 
nil. hj.C. yj.d nil. 
nil iv.d nil, 

for warning of them 

nil. iv.d iv. 
vi-C.yiind vjl.vi.d ij. 
x.(. x,(. nil, 


nil, xi}.d 


Item for every att paſſed in court 


Item for every facultie grants liſence 
accepration for teaching. 


Item for exhibiting every bill of pre- 
ſentmens at the viſitations onely 


Item for the purgation of every per- 
ſon to whom purgation is alsigned and 
for his own hand 


Irem for every compurgator fiſt 
(worne and for his hand 


Item for every other compurgator 


Item for every int'mation ſent Our 
for all thoſe that will objc& againſt a 
purgation of any man and his compur- 
gators 


Item for a diſwiſsion of every man 
out of the court for any cauſe what ever 


Item for any ſearch made bythe Regi- 
ſter for any ace of court or any other 
inſterment after a cavlc is ended 


Item for every {equeſtcation of the 
fruit of a benefice and publication of 


the ſame under (call 


Item for letters cormendatoric for a 
Curat going out of the juriſdiction 


Item for eyery caycat entered 


Commiſlary. Regiſter. Apparitor. v 


nil. iv.d nil, 
” Þ v,l. nil. 
nil, iv.d nil, 
ix.d ix.d iy. 
ix.d ix.d jj. 
vj. d vj.d ij.4 
xv.d xy.d iv.d 
vj.d yj.d iv.d 
nil. x'j.d nil, 
y.(. v.l. xij.d 
ij. (.iv.d ij.(.iv.d nil, 
nil, xij.d nil, 


Ref: A 
wo 


_—. 
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Item for the copy of cvery order of 
pennance 


Item for tranſmitting aproceſſe 7«- 
dice a quo :1o regiſter according to the 
taxation of the Iudg ad quem , or a com- 
poſition made betwixte the regiſter and 
party appellent 


Item for the (call of the Iudg to the 
ſame procelle 


Item for the drawing of articles 
againſt any man convented of office for 
lawfull proofe made of the truth of the 


Item for eyery a&te upon the redelu- 
ding and withdrawing of a caution 
out of the regiltery 


vid 


nil, 


vi.ſ.viij.d 


xx.d 


nil. 


vi.d 


xx.d 


xj. 


Commiſſary. Regiſter. Apparitor; 


to (ce it executed 


xij.d 


nil, 


nil, 


nil. 


nil, 


IN CAVSES OF OFFICE. 


Commiſlary. Regiſter. Apparitor., 


Hawa for every diſpenſation for exhi- 


biting of an inycntory into court 


Item for an adminiſtration of the 
goods of a decealled not extending to 
the ſam of five pounds 


Item for the adminiſtration of the 
goods of a deccaſled amounting above 
the yalue of five pounds and under forty 


vi.Cvilj.d 


nil, 


tj. (.vj.d 


vj. {.yiij.d 


vj.d 


jj.f.vj.d 


nil. 


iv.d 


x.d 


Irem 


Item for the adminiſtration of the 

oodsof a deceafſed admounting to for- 

ty and upwards let it be as many thou- 
ſands as it will, is 


Item for the probat of a will the ya- 
luc deth not exceed the ſum of five 
pounds 


Item for the probat of a will wher 
the goeds exceed five pounds and not 
aboye forty pounds 


Item for the probat ef a will where 
the goods doe cxcecd the yalue of 40 l. 
and upwards let itbe as much as it will 


Item for the ingrofling of cyery will 
according to the leugth therof not exe 
cceding viij. f. for cyery larg skin of 
parchment 


Item for ingrofling every inventory 
and accounts according to the length 
therof not excceding two ſhillings for 
every preſle of parchment 


Item for exhibiting of every inyento- 
ry and for ſubſcribing the ſame 


Item for the copy of eyery at extra- 
Aed out of theregiſtery under the regi- 
ſters hand 


Item for the copy of every inventory 
teſtament, libell, matter, allegations, or 
articles , whatſoeyer extraed out of 


the regiſter under che regiſters hand 


© 


Co mmiſſary. Regiſter. Apparitor. 


l « 0 _—_ 
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vj.Cviij.d viſ.yiij.d jd 
niL vj.d iv. d 
jj.Cvj.d 2ij.d x.d 


jj.C.vj.d ijfyjd 2d 


for every 8Kin 
nil, viij.C. nil. 
nil, jj. ail 
vj.d yj.d ail, 
nil. xij.d ail; 
nil, according to nil, __ 


the length therof, Itgn 
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SP ate 


SEES 
Loy 


Fatters of requeſt made to 

Srdivary , to cite one dywclling 

the lvdges luriſdiction 

TY 

Iteng for every rennnciation of anad- 
winiffration of the gouds of a decealled, 
or an executor of a will admined and 

 Inacted 


Item for every decree made upon the 
d ſt1iburion of goods among the next 
of kinne, and for regiſtering of the ſame 


Item the fee of a proctor every court- 
day in which he is retained upon any 
cauſc what {oeyer xij.d 


- » OA GLO > 


Commiſlary. Regiſter, Appatitge: 


xx.4 xx.d nil. 


yj.d vj.d nil, 


vj-l.yiij.d yj.Cyij.d nil, 


zjj. d. the proQors fee. 
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CHRISTIAN READER; TO THE FX 
thou maye# the better underſtand the abominable ext 


i 


tions of theſe men , in their Courtly government : 1 will & 


give thee an Abſty act , of allſuch fees , as in myne owne exe 
perience I have knowne , & obſerved io be taken by theſe 
men : in which , I'\villdeliver nothing , but with a litle 
obſervation of thine oWne, thou ſhalt ſee to be moit clearely 
true, And herein for thy better dircdtion, I Will goe over the 
whole table of fees : ſheWwing their errour in ever; particular 
I knoWy ,and where I know nothing, I will paſſei; over with 
fſplence , leaving it to be further ſkanned ty them whichare 


judiciouſly wiſe. 


Fn cauſes of inflance between party ex party, 


Nprimis , wheras there is due for the original citation & ſealing 

; I-&% , twelve pence only , they take that 12.d. & 12 .d. more: 

which they pretend to be for the lerving of it , which 12.d. is not 
due. 

For decreeing a citation in a watrimoniall cauſe, there is two 
ſhillings due, But taken three , or indeed what they can wiiog out, 
ſomerymes it coſt 5.ſometymes 7- ſhillings. 

For a decree , ther is due one ſhillinge f1xe pence. But taken by 
them, 2.f. 6.d. when the leaſte is taken , except it be of ſome rare 
wan, whole experience targht him to give leſle. 

For excommunications & ſuſpenſions 18.9, taken by them 4.C. 

For ablolutions due 1 {. 10+ taken by them , ordinarily 3.{.6.d. 

For theire letters teſtimoniall, there is 13.1. 4.d, duc, taken of 
them belydes 1 2.d.theClarke,beſydes that which is taken by other 
of theire Officers, as alſo dyyers incroachments, to get monyes in 
thele cauſes, as experience proves it. 

For the oath of every witnes 2.d. taken 4. 

For examination of the firſt witnes, one ſhilling (ixe pence,& the 
ſecond 9. bur taken of all , one & other 2.1. 6.d. a peece , excep* 

ting ſome bould ſpirited men , that haye courage to detect them in 
their proceedings. 
GC 2 For 


For the examinations of witneſſes on interrogatories 1.1, 6.4. 
taken by them 2.{.6.d. commonly. 

For examination of the party principall 1.{.6.d. due, taken 
of them 2.1.6.4, commonly. 

For the oath of the party principal z .d.taken 4. d. 

For the copy of eyery witnelle his examination 5.d. due , taken 
by them i2.d. commonly. 

For the copy of the partyes principalls anſwer 12.9. due , taken 
i1.{.6.d. commonly. 

I paſſe over the commiſſions to pryſe goods, & theire conſtitu- 
ting of proctors , as havin nothing to paye, but this , that wheras 
the proctors ſhould rake bo only 12.d. adaye, for their fees, in 
one & the ſame caſe : they doe conſtantly rake 3.1, 4.d. a daye, 
& will haye no leſle, allchough the lawe alowes them no more, 
as they wel know, and haye confeſſed to me: but they plead , they 
can not live of it, for they ſay that lawe was made in the old tyme, 
when houſckeecping was better cheape, which is the only argu« 
ment they have to juſtify their extortion, 

For exhibition of a proxic in writing 2.d. due, taken 4.d. com- 
monly, 

For the ats of court 4 d. a daye due , but they commonly take 
for atts, when none are done, but doe delaye mens cauſes, & ſpeed 
them not : till at length , both plaintif, &rhe defendant , are both 
wearyed out , their monyes ſpended , them ſelves made fooles to 
their owne faces , & their ſuits as farre from end, as when they be- 
on, and ſo they again came home by weeping crolle. As daylie ex- 
perience have ſhewed to be true. 

What they uſually rake for breaking open theKings writs, forSen- 
tences, for ſignificayit toChauncery,l kave had licle experience: yet as 
he, who {ceing but the foot of a man , gueſſeth at his whole body, 
fo we ſceing the whole body of this court, msy,in ſome lorte guelle 
at the members of it. 

For eyery order of pennance 12.d. due, & 12.9, to the Appa- 
ritor, to'ſ{ee it executed, & here they doe take 2.(. for the order of 
the party that takes it out , & 12.9, for the Apparitor , & yet make 
the party on whom it is executed, paye that 32.9. againe 100 {ome 
tymes, as is to be proycd. 

For their tranſ{mittinge of proces , & the Indges ſcale 3 & their 


Ictters of gardionſhip , I haye litle to ſay but this > wher lo mgny 
bs {mall _. 


ſmall things are ſould at ſo high a rate: matters of ſuch conſequence 


can nut be cheape. 
7n cauſes of office. 


F®: every originall citation, & the appearance of eyery party 1.. 
4.d. due, taken 8. groates commonly. 

For every decree 1.1. 10.d. due, taken 2.1. 6.4, 

For an excommunication undet ſeale, 1.1. 10.d. due, taken 4.1. 

For an abſolution, due 1.1. 6.d. taken 2.f. 6.4. commonly. 

For their letters teſtimoniall , I ſaye no more , but let him that 
hath them looke to his pure. 

For excommunications , copyes of anſwer & oathes, bcfore in 
cauſes of inſtance between party & patty. 

For the drawing of proxe and vilitations and exhibition and ſuſl- 
pehſion, I have litle ro faye, but when the puriouck is hungry, 
let the hen looke to her chickins, 

For regiſtcing the names of their O flicers in every pariſh 4.d. & 
4. for warning of them : but what is taken , the country is witnes 
of it (eclfe, 

For their commutations of penance & the charges of it , itis in- 
credibile almoſt to conceave the deepnes of Satan, by the which he 
worketh in theſe ſonnes of Belyall ſometynes for monyes , paſſin 
over inceſt, condemnable among heatkens, & intollcrable adulte- 
ryes: taking {ocmetymes 20. or 30. yea ſometymes 40. pounds , for 
ſuch a buſincs doeing, which monyes , goeth all, or the greater part 
into their owne purtles : wherby they become greate , wax rich, 
& are like princes in the common wealth. Here alſo they have ſuch 
ſtrange devices to get monyes, & to fatisfy their owne ends , and 
others carrupt humours, in changirg the pennance from this, to 
thar, from this tyme , to that, & from this place, to an other , and 
all to gett mony & to boulſtec men in ſinne,as indeed a modeſt man 
would bluſh to think of, for it is no more with them , but ſin and 
paye & pay and (inne, 

For the bond they ought to take but 12.9. they take 2. {. com- 
m only, till of late, 

For every act of court 4. d.but ſee before. 

For evety lycence to teach 10.1, but let yonge Schollers make 

much of their monies, 
C 3 Fos 
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- For pntting in of bills by churchwardens 4.4. due, but taken 
2.4 and here note the whole charges for the whole yeare, to every 
pariſh, coms but to 1.1, ortwo atthe moſt, but what is payed , all 
men know, that come among them. T hat patiſh ſpeeds well that 
coms oft with 10.1. charges , & ſomtymes more, as experience 
proves it, 

For thcir purgations, & their praQtiſes herein , this is to be mar- 
ked among then , thatno aCt ſo playne & cleere , if but denyed by 
the party , they will give him his purgation for it for his monyes, 
wherby it coms to paſlle , that allthough the fa& be as cleareas the 
ſanne, it ſhall eſcape the cenſure of the lawezas appears moſt playn- 
ly, ſome having beene purged, which afterward have beene con- 
demned by the Civil Magiſtrat to corporall puniſhmente for the 
ſawe fact,as is clearcly manyfeſt, and here what ſumes of mony are 
taken for purgations and [wearing of compurgators & for intima- 
tions ſending out, isindceed incredible, as experience proves it: 
ſorre mens eſtate being almoſt conſumed by their delayes in this 
Kinde, yea let any man that hath bur the face of honeſty in him, 
come among them, allthough the accuſation be never (o falſe, yer 
hardly gets cnd in 12.monthes with much charge, & more diſgrace 
then thoſe ſhall have,that are moſt clearcly guilty many tymes. 

For a diſmiſſion of a cauſe out of court 1.1. 4.d. due, & fora 
ſearch made by the Regiſter , aftera cauſe is cnded 1 12.d. but they 
take for that , for themoſt part 1,f. 6.d. 

For the ſequcſtration of the ficſt fruirs of benefices , & publica- 
tion of itunder ſcale 11,1. due , but what is taken, I leave to the 
Clergy to ſkan, who beſt know, becauſe they have payde it. 

For their letters of commendations for a Curate that goes out 
of the juriſdiction 6.1. $.d. but what is taken , they Knowe that 
make accounte of them. 

Fo: every caveatentred 1 2.4. but what is taken, try & then truſt. 

For procelle tranſmitted & the Iudges ſcale therto , I haye no 
more to ſay but this, things far ferchcd, are deerely bought, 

For the diawing of articles apainſt any wan, conlented of afore 
after Jawfull proote made of the truth of them 3.1. 4.d. but they 
takea noble beſyd<s, many tymes with out drawing. 

For evcty act upon reducing & with drawing of a caveat out 
of the Regiſtery 12.d. but ſomrymes, taken 2.1. lomtymes more,yea 


what they can get of ignorant people. 
In 
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Tn cauſes of office. 


EereChriſtianReader,l wold have thee to mynd thatall theire 
extortions, formerly mentioned , are as nothing, in compari- 
{on,of theſe that followe, for here they will pretend lawe, where 
none is : & make them that be, to ſtand alyde , to {erve thcir turns, 
and brivg in ſuch ſtrapge devices to intrap men, and {pin out ſuch 
lorgithiceds with widdowes & fatherles , who for the moſt part 
are weake, & unskillfull , & therfore a fit prey for ther kyrcsto 
ſcale upon,as 1s allmolt incredible, having ſuch ſhewes of friendſhip 
8: luch wrning devices, to biivg things about , that a modcſt man, 
may bluſh at,to ke their icpicty,which ſbalbe man-f<ſtinthcire due 
place, as followeth. 

For every diſpenſation, for exhibiting an inyentory into court 
13-f.-4.d. buttaken 20.1. yea ſomtymes ſummes of mony are given 
in this caſe, with many other cxtortions cay(cd therupon, it the caule 
be of any conſequence to the patty. 

For an adminiſtatiun of the goods of the deceaſed, where it ex- 
ceeds not 5.pounds, there is 10.d. due, but commonly taken y.f. 
{omtymes 7.& 10. often, beſydes the cunning put- offs, by which the 
Caulc ſha!be prolonged onely to weary out the party. 

For an adn.ituſtration of the goods of a decealed , amounting 
above 5. pounds and under 40, pounds, there is duc 5.{.but raken 
commonly a matke,& 20.{.taken beſydes,if but referred to pay the 
cauſc prolonged , yecait way be one thing or other, ſhalbe checked 
at, whetby the partye ſhalbe excommunicated , & fo not makean 
end of his accounts , & all for lefle then 3.0r4. pounds , more of 
lelle, as they can wring& wreſt from the patty, 

For an adminiſtration, where the goods doe exceed 40. pounds, 
' there is due, by their lawe , a marke , for all charges , but taken for 
their account & all , ſortymes 3.0r 4. or ſomtymes 5.pounds, & 
never coms of , without ſome 1aretyme , for les then 40. ſhillings 
& here they will not ſtick to lay, they may take what they can gr, 
becaulc ſay they, the common lawe hath not ſet downe, how much 
they ſhall take for an adwiniſtration , but have left it free , ro take 
What they can ger. 

' For the Probate of a will, where the goods doe not exceede 5. 
pounds, ther is due 10.d.only, but taken ſeldom le(s for the Pro+ 
bate, then z, or 4-(. as iscleerly to be proyed, belydes , _ 
1ave 


have the ingroſling of it, although it be ivgroſſed before , & will 
take for it what they liſt, 

For a will, where the goods doe excede 5.pounds, & under 46; 
pounds, there is 3.{.6.d. due, but taken 16.[. yea lomtymes 20.1. as 
is to be made good vpon them. 

Fora probat of a will, where the = doe exceede 40.1i. due 
5.f. but taken -5.pounds, 6.pounds, ſomtymes 7.pounds, yea ſom- 
tyme , 10- & 12. pounds charges they will cayſe upon ſuch a cauſe, 
by devyling ſuch tricks , & devices , & putting them on the execu- 
torto ſuch wills , tharif he looke not well to it , one Childs parte 
muſt goe to the court. 

For the ingroſling of every will according to the lengrh therof 
not exceeding 8. . for every long (kinne of parchment, and here 
note, thatir muſt be done by the Regiſter , or cls there is nothing 
due, note alſo the party free, & at hischoyce , whether he will not 
ivgrofſe it himſelfe , or ſet any other to doe it , at his advantage, 
cither for brevitic or profit, & that the Regiſter ought notto refulo 
to prove any will , of what conſequence ſocver, alithoughit be in- 

rolled by ſome other , only he may examin the ingroſiment , && if 

by find it not true, he may reject it till it be perfeted, bur to refuſe = 
it, being truly done, he cannot , if he thincks 2.1.6.9. betolitleto 
pay the writing of the probat, then the lawe alowes him to tell by 
the lyne, & to take for every 10.1ynes of 10. ynches longe a penny. 
allwayes by the tature,for the probat of wills & Tcſtaments : ther- 
fore for the Regiſter to refuſe to prove any will when the ingrofl- 
ments are truly made by ſom other, or otherwiſe ro detaine & 
keepe the executor from ſuch wills, ſoingrofled, is a moſt ſinfull 
oppreſſion, & puniſhable by the lawes of England. 

For ingroſſ;ng eyery account , & the inventorie therto 2. f. for 
every patch of parchment , and here note (as before) the Admini- 
ſtrator may doe it himſclfe, or imploye ſome other for his @wne 
advantage : & that it is no leſle then extortion, for a Iudge,or Regi- 
ſter, to refule cither the inventorie, or accounts ſo made, if it be 
truly done, 

For exhibiting of every inventorie , & for ſubſcribing the ſame 
12.due, & fo taken, but here lyes theextortion , in this particular, 
they will force men to paye for their accounts too , & that at ſuch 
rates, as doe exccede, ſome rymes 20.1. ſomtymes 40.1. ſometims 
3. or 4- pounds,as is to be proycd, yea ſomtymes they will urge to 

reccive 


reeelyeaccounts for monyes, before the adminiſtrator is capable ts 

his account : note alſo , that if any refuſe to paye for their ac- 
count , & that for this reaſon, becauſe they ſee no lawe commaun=- 
ding them, how, or what to paye , their Apparitor ſhall never leave 
haunting of them , nor their (c}fes excommunicatipg them,till chey 
haye compelled them to paye theſe monyes. 

For the copy of every act extracted out of the regiſtry , under the 
regiſters hand, there is duc 1 2.d. taken 2.f. or ſomtymes 2.{.6., as 
they can get. 

Item hor every copy of every libell, inventoric, will , allegation 
or articles according to the length therof,not exceeding the ſtatute, 
whichalowes them for eyery 10.lincs of 10. ynches long, one pen- 
ny, which muſt be under the regiſters hand. | 

For lerrecs of requeſts made ro another ordinary , to cyte one, 
dwclling in ſome other dyoſes 3.f. 4.d. what is taken, they know 
beſt that haye occaſion ta uſe them. 

For the renunciation of an adminiſtration , or an executorſhip 
for a will 1 2.. 

For the decree of the I''dge , in diftributing of goods ,- amoung 
the next of kin , & for regiſtiing of the ſame 13. {.4.d. but what 
beſides have beene given , & taken are eaſy to prove, wherby ſome 
had their portions inlarged ſome diminiſhed at the Iudges pleaſure, 
or the pleaſure of the regiſter. 

For the fee of a proftor in any cauſe 12.4. but conſtantly taken 
3+{-4+ as all by expericnce knowe to be true. 

T hus have I cun over all theſe particulars one by one,to this end 
that the Reader might be informed of their unjuſt proceedings in 
every particular,'wherin I have onely ſhewed thee what is taken by 
waye of inhaunſed fees, But now give me leave, in a word, to give 
thee a taſte of their innovared fees , that is of fees taken for which 
there is no lawe , nor colour of lawe , as alſo to diſcover to thee 
fome othcr of their practiſes , to increale their fees , which ſhalbe 
done very breifly. 

And firſttake notice, they have changed the oath of their church- 
wardens into that it is now become of thenatare of an inqui- 
firion oath, wherby they rack the con(ciences of men, & by it dos 
drawe out of them , ſuch preſentations to their courts , as other- 
wiſc they ſhould not meete withall , and this is done bythemfince 
the yeare 1624. what it then was, 6 now is, may at large appecre 
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by comparing them together, by the new oath they compell men re 
{ſweare, to preſent, all whom they ſuſpe, for want of conformity 
to any of the articles given them in charge: what the efte& of this 
oath is to them, is playne in theſe particulars. 

Firſt hereby they mecte with ſome tender conſcience , which 
dare not medle with this oath , & then they muſt buye it of , for 
their monyes: & hereby greate 8&large fees comes to them, 2.1y. 
they mcete with ſome allo, that will not come to this, but will 
realvn out the matter with them , theſe they excommunicate, 
(even to death as ic were) if they ſtand it out with them , then a ſig- 
nificavit, or els , into the high commiſſion with thew , and if there 
once, what the conſequences wilbe,I ſpare to write, & if they take 
the oath, & that the yeare comes about , & they preſent no body, 
then they put him to his oath, upon his former oath, and wil make 
him to {weare whether all his pariſh, both miniſter & people doe 
duly obſcrveall the articles given them in charge , & thus thecon+ 
ſciences of men, are taintered out upon this tack , therby ro con- 
felle , who & what they be , & in what parte they have offended 
againſt rhe/pxemiſes, wherby their courts come to be filed with 
complainty againſt men , for toyes & tryfles. zly. If any ſonne of 
Belyall through malice, envy, or what grounde foever, will ſueany 
ſo ſworne according to the tenour of his oath , for perjury in not 
preſenting either miniſter or people in negle of any of theſe deyy- 
{ed articles given him in charge , he ſhall proceede againſt him , as 
againſta perjured perſon , & ſhall have all favour & reſpe&t among 
them, with all the ayde they can aftoarde them,cven to the utter un- 
docing of the partye ſo ſued, as myne owne experience hath pro« 
ved. Fourthly ; to the intent this oath might be made the more offi- 
cious to them , & offenciveto others , they have added divers new 
articles of late yeares , & by vertue of this oath, doe binde all their 
clurchOfficers to ſee then executed, &to preſent the neglet there- 
of, in which how contrary to the lawes of England , they doe 
proccede,l lcave to be sKanned by them who are judiciouſly wyle, 

And now for their fees, take notice,that as the laws alowes them 
not to take any thing for this booke, nor once ſo muchas names 
what ſtou!d be given for it,they take 12.9. & ſometywes 1. [. 4. 

Secondly : wheras but one bouke ought to be given out for 
one-yeare yet they compell men to take two, attheir price, 

Thirdly: they cowpell their officers to paye for their oathes, 
Where nothing is due, Fourthly; 


Fourthly : they will let no bills paſſe the court, but ſuch as are of 
their owne making, for which they take 6.9. 

Fifrly : theſe bills will not paſſe unles one or other be preſented. 

Sixtly: what filencing , & depoſing , excommunicating, & im- 
priſoning of Gods people for not conforming to this booke of 
articles , and how greatly they increaſe their fees therby , and what 
ſurnme, & ſummes of monyes are daylic brought into their treaſu- 
ries therby,is caſy for all ro underſtand. 

Seaventhly : co the end that they may frecly preye upon the 
bodyes & goods of men,& houlde men in bondage to them ſelves, 
they have taken our all theſe articles out of the booke which con- 
cerntheir owne behaviour , & might any waye tend to the benefit 
of the ſubject, as may appeare at large, by comparing their bookes 
now, with their bookes for the yeare 16 24. 

Eightly : wheras they ſhould maintaine a table of the ratcs 
of all fees in every office of the court, that all whom it concerns 
might come to take a copy of it,they'have of purpole taken it away, 
and doe perſecute them to death ( asit were) that doecall for it. 
{ce Cannon 136. 

Ninthly : what fees are dayly given , & taken for granting of 
adminiſtrations to this wan: and not an other, yea ſomtywes to the 
unlawfull party, is not allrogether unknowen, which praCtife pro- 
duceth this two foulde effect : it ſoratymes depoſeth the lawfull 
heyre of his inheritance , or ſecondly cauſcth unneceſſary & endles 
ſuits in their owne courtes , even to the undoeing of many a mans 
eſtate, thus as a cage is full of birds, ſo are their howſes full of de- 
ceytre. 

"Tembly what other devices to get monyes, they have , may 
appecre in their delaying & pretractinge cauſes , continuances of 
' ſuits upon ſuits, demwirings, fome of their proctors offering , that 
for ſo much by the yeare , as he ſhall agree for, wich the partye 
whoſe cauſc is bad, he will hould the oppoſite party from tryall 
7.yeares , do what hecan , andat laſt, force him to agree for halfe 
his right. 

Eleventhly : To the end that ſtrength may be in the hand of the 
opprellor,end none to delivec the oppreſſed , nor no place left for 
the innocent-to eſcape , they haye made them (elyes maſters of the 
hygh commiſſion houſe, that if any doe but mute againſt theire pro- 
cecdings they get him thither , & then ke is gone,cither he mult flie, 
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or els ſpend his cftate,conſcience & all,or to their new erefted pri- 
ſon, to Newgate, Colchowſe, the Clincke,or the Counter muſt be 
his dwelling, one of theſe he cannot avoyd. 

Good Reader , if I ſhould relate all the cariages in theircom- 
miſſions ard purgations, changes of pennance & the like, I ſhould 
both weary thee,8& my ſelfe roo, what devices & turnings of things 
about there is, I leaye to thy owne experience ts obſerue , & what 
ſummes of monyes are taken for theſe things , were intollerable to 
relate, & alſo their deyices to bring men on bare crymes withour 
proofc,and what is daylic payd amovg them , in theſe cauſes, expe- 
rience ſhewes the truth of. For probats of wills, & adminiſtrations, 
I have ſhewed before, I will now procede to ſbew their Gufull 
abuſe of that ſentence of excommunicatis among them, which yet is 
the only weapon they fight withall, by which nor a licle profit 6 
gayne, doth daylic acrew to them & their depending officers , and 
by which they hould mens ſoules in tyrannicall bondage , & by 
which they hooke not alitle profit to the ſelves, making irthe very 
ſnare8& ginue to catch men,as experience proves,cvery man being (0 
dauntcd at it, as if inded what they (o finfully doe, were ratyfiedin 
heaven,inwhich for thy better information, [will open theſe things. 

1, I will ſhew whatthis cenſure is according to the ordinance of 
Chriſt, in the Goſpel. 

2. Who was theauthor of it. 

3. To whatende it was ordayned in the church of Chriſt. 

4. The greate benefit of it in the church. 

5. By whomicis to beadminiſtered. = 

6. How it differs from this cenſure now in uſe among us. 

For the firſt , we muſt know that this cenſure is a (olemne & 
fearfull,& powerfull cenſure of the church,cutting-off lawfully, & 
according to Gods word,caſting out of their publik {ucyety,& pre- 
ſent followſh'p,all ſuch as publikly offend in ſome greivous cryme, 
or be obftinat coremners of the lawfull admonitions of the church 
for private faults,that by ſuch ſhawe they may be drivE:o repentice 
and others by their example be kept from the infeion of lin; is 
warranted by theſe ſcript. Mar. 18.15.1.Cor-5:5.6.7. 2.Theſ.3.14. 

2. For the Authour , it was no other bur the Lord Ielus Chriſt, 
whole lawes & ordinices are all unchangable by man, & to be kept 
pure & unrebukable, till the apearing of the Lord leſus Chriſt, as 
appearcs by that 1.7;w.6,14. compared with Afar. 18,17, where 
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at exprefſe cormaund is given to tell the church. 

3.T he cnde for which it was ordayned, was three fould : firſt,in 
reſpect of the party oftcnding it is for the deſtrutis of theflcſh,thas 
the ſoule may be ſaved in the daye of the Lord 1, Cor 5.5. Secondly 
in regarde of others, that by their exawple , they may learne nor ro 
blaſphcrc. 1 Tim. 1.20.Thirdly: in regard of the whole body of the 
church,that they may be purged from the old leaven of finne,as ap- 
' pears 1.QCor. 5.8. and thele are the eads , & no private reſpect. 

4. The benefite of theſe or1dinaces inthe churchappeares by this. 

1. By theſe ordinances, the ſuper luous members of the church, 
are kept from hurting and annoying the reſt of the body ,* for it is 
Gods pruning knife, wherby he cutts off every branch in his vyne, 
that bripgeth not forth good fruite , that ſp thole which doe bring 
forth ſome fruit may be purged , to ihe end they may bring 
forth more fruit Lotin. 15. Secondly : hereby are kept out all thoie 
thar are openly dilcovered to be profane and wicked , from pollu- 
ting the ordinances of God : by it the wicked , & linneir ſelfe , is 
oreatly topped in their courſe, yea this is yet more, the church is 
terrible to the wickedas an armye with banners, for this ordinance 
of God, being in the right uſe of it, is as terrible as death it {elfe. 

Thirdly , hereby is it, Gods Church is fenced (as witha wall) 
that the wild boore outof the forieſt , & the foxes that deſtroy the 
vines , cannot enter , or if they doe through their craft , yet by this 
ordinance cf God, the church can be purged of them. Thus Paule 
purged the church of Hymenevs & Alexander 1. Tim. 1.20, 

Fourt hly, The ſetting up of this ordinaunce in all the parts of it, 
wold indeed make the church beautfull,& the glory of this ſe.6d 
temple , to exceeds the firſt : whoſe hart can chooſe then to be 
affeted with the want of fo uſefull an ordinance as this is. And 
who can ſee any man running to his owne howle,ktting the Lords 
houſe ly waſte & not mourne for it? alas the profane, doe nor now 
as in old,com onely to the outer courte , but into the holyelt of all, 
& pollute all the holyrhings of God therin: but oh the cxill ryme in 
which we are fallen, in which peace & plenty brings lecurity, every 
man running to his owne.howte,, & thinking that mult be builded 
with hewen {ſtones & timber, . hewen bythe { kill of rhe-builder, 
but Gods howſe may be builded with tones, as they come out of 
the rock , or trees as they gxowe in the foreſt , without any d:tie- 
rence a reſpect at all. 
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Fiftly , the perſons in whom it refts are the body of the church 
being met rogether in one place, the grave elder being as the mouth 
of the reſt, in pronounceing of the ſentence. 

Sixtly, the difference between this ordinance of Chrift, and 
that in uſe among them apeares in thele things. 1. In regard of the 
Authour, the one being of Chriſt, the other of Antichriſt: ic being 
the (ame for nature & adminiſtration now , that it was when he ru- 
led among us, & the ſame now in uſe in his owne kingdome , ther 
forenot to be reſpefted nor ſubmicred unto by the lubjefs of the 
kingdome of Chriſt , ſeeing every ſubject ought to be governed by 
the {cepter of his owne kinge,8& that becauſe he is his Kinge. 

2. They differ in nature , the owne is divine , & heavenly : the 
other is ſinfull and wicked, the one is ahe truth of God : the other 
alyein the right hands of them that put ther forth. 

3. They differ in the ende of them,one is onely for the gaininge 
of linners, & to purge the church of them : the other to gaine mo+ 
nyes , & to Lord over the bedyes, gouds , foules & conlciences 
of men. 

4. They differ in the maner of adminiſtration,the one vſcd as the 
laſt meanes for the gaining of a (inner , when nothing els will, & 
therfore never uſed , but tor (ins duly convicted & obtitivatly ſtuod 
in: the other uſed finfully for toyes to get monyes by , & to beas 
a {nare or net, to catch men by. 

5. Inregard of the manner,the one is adminiſtred by the body of 
the church, being met together in one place : the other alone by 
ſome one man. And by theſe things we may {.ewhat caiiſe men have 
to feare this cenſure, as if what th:yfinfully doe , were confirmed 
in heaven, & God doth indeed poure ſhame & contempt on them 
&-their Cenſures, for who ſecs not all men to eſteeme of ir, as it is, 
for all men ſee it is not the deſtruction of the fleſh, but of the man, & 
his monyes, that they {ecke. 

And new to ſpcak one word about the oath by which officers 
are (worne, lct the oath it ſelf be minded the form wherof here 
: ſlandeth. 

You ſhall ſvrare that you and every of you ſball duely and diligently 
zu#forms \your ſelues of theſe articles given you incharge , and that all fa- 
wourhatred,through feare or ame other corrupt affetto,ſet aſide, you ſhall 
preſent all and every ſuch perſon now or lately of your pariſh, which hath 


committed anie offence compriſed in anie of theſe articles , or Which are 
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vehemently ſuſpefted or defamed of anie ſuch offence , wherin you ſha 
deale according to an wpright conſcience, neither preſenting , nor 5Þ.aring to 
preſent anie perſon contrary to truth, ſo help you God, and hus faithfuil pro - 
miſe in eſus Christ, 

How farr this oath is chaunged from that it was in the years be- 
fore 1624. let the reader judge. 

The evills contayned in this oath are briefly theſe. Firſt whereas 
an oath ought ro bee done in righteouſncs, intruth, and in judge- 
went, this is unrighteouſly taken and impulcd , and whhout judg- 
mentzas appears in theſe particulars. 1. In that itis not impolcd by a 
lawfull Magiſtrate. 2. It (wervs from wy allegiance to otherlawes 
beſides the laws of the land, and (erys to all thoſe inventions thata 
Lord Biſhop can thiuſt into an article booke, which is contrary to 
the ſtatute of 25, Hemy $8. and 1. Elizabeth, Thirdiy it binds me 
ro a neceflity of ſining on one hand or other, either I mult preſent 
my neighbour for toyes , yea for mere ſuſpicions without grownd, 
Or You. + my oath, and whoever thou art that takeſt it, thou bindſt 
thyſclfe by this oath to ſubmit thyſelf , and ſo haſt made thyſelf the 
ſervant of finfull man, yea by this oath as an enemy to God , a per- 


I ſecutour of his ſaints , and doſt (itt under the banner of Antichriſt, 


in that thou haſt put to thine hand and ſworn with thy wouth ro 
put all ſuch lawes and articles in execution, and purſue thoſe thac 
doe not the ſame, conlider that in theſe words, ſo help me God thou 
doſt call God to witnes thy faithfullnes in thele things , and doſt 
invocate his name , that if thou doſt faile to doe according to the 
renour of this oath , he would doe fo to thee , and more likewiſe, 
thatis, bring ſome eminent judgment ou thee,conſider thele things 
and fcar and tremble. 
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ADDITION. 


By the foreſaid Amtbor, 


£2 Frer the finiſhing of the table of Fees , and thoſe obſervations 
{ of their abuſes, upon my ſhort experience taken, a copy com- 
ming to the hande of a mournec , for ſuch burthens upon 
bk his loving Countreymen , was gricved that ſo many and intol- 
lerable abuſes ſhould be lo briefly palled over ; whereupon 
knowiug ſomething farther that might diſcover the iniquity of 
this prelent evill generation, I thought ir my duty to (pare from 
my own neceſſity, ſome farther charge, for my countries good, Vnto their abu- 
ſes then forementioned , I will ad ſomething of their extortion even in their yi- 
firation , pretended forthe Churches good, to caſe burdens, and to reforme 
abuſes and corruptions , but effecting nothing lelle , as may cafily appeare, by 
comparing theſe times, with the times of darkneſle, 

In the times of darkneſſe no more procuration wight betaken then did ne- 
ceſſarily ſerve for the expences of the day, whether it wece taken in victualls, oc 
in money ; neither might the Viſitor , whether he were a Biſhop , Chancellor, 
or Comiſlary , viſit any more Churches then one in one day ; orif hedid , yet 
was he not to take more then one procuration, to the which all Churches ſo 
met , were to communicate zand this appears to be true from that conſticution 
vf Tohn Stradford ,Biſhop of Canterbury ; which Procuration is limmited by a 
decree of Bennet the 12. not to exceed the value of $0. Turons of filyer , eyery 

| 12. Turons waking one Florence of pure gold , according to the Engliſheſti. 
mate, not amounting in coynethe ſumme of five ſhillings atthe moſt, for a Bi- 
ſhops ſubſtitute, and the whole charges for him and his followers , not to exceed 
35s. although he ſhould call forty or fifty , yea a hundred Churches together. 
And if the Archdcacons ſubſtitute viſite , then not to exceed 12 5, 6d. andif 
the Archdeacon viſit perſonally himſelf, then he was to have 20s. And if the 
Biſhop viſit himſclf, then he was to have for himſclf and his reteiners 5. marks 
onely ; and none of them to take more,although they ſhould viſit an hundred 
Churches in one day. And theſe have alſo been mitrigated fince,as being thoughe 
too much, by a Provinciall conſtitution in LiaWwoed, whereby an Archdeacoa is 
allowed for one dayes diet for himſelf and his followers , but 3 s. 4.4. which(as 
the gloſle ſaith) ſeemed to ſuffice foure perions, and their horſes, with on2 Sum- 
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moner for one day. But now if they be compared to theſe times , wee ſhall fee 
them to exceed in their procurations at theic viſitations , as they do in other 
things 3 wirneſle their extraordinary pomp , gluttony , I had almoſt ſaid , their 
drunkennefle roo ; but if I had , 1 could make it good on ſome of them whom 
I have known : bur their exceſle is known to all , they drink wine in bowls,and 
rejoycing when they haye robbed ſome Churches for their inordinate expences. 
Beſides, what ſums of money are taken and carried away by them , is caſte ro 
be proved , and what tricks they will haveto increaſe their fees for every toy, 
appcars by oneexample known to the world, in which they excommunicated 
the Churchwardens of T. bccavſe they had not finiſhed the repairing of the 
Church intheir yeare, and would not ablolyve them without paying an unreaſo- 
nablc ſumme of monies. If I ſhould repeat all their extortion in this kinde, I 
might make a volume of complaints. 

But co leaye theſe great maſter-Theeves, whoſe daily oppreflion all ſorts 
grone under , yet none dating to reprove them, leſt he be reputed as he that re- 
bukes the Pricſt , and {o accounted as an enemy to the Church, and an oppoſec 
of the Kings Precogative, when as in truth ir is themſclves chat are both cnemies 
to the Church,and prejudicious to the Kings Prerogative 3 for although they 
prercnd to uphold the Kings Prerogative , yer. it is their owne they ſcekea 
indeed , that they may live like princes inthe Common wealth ; neither, if 
the thing be duly (carcbed into, will it be found they exerciſe any other power, 
then what was received f:om the Pope, in the daies and times of darkneſſe,now 
contrary to the laws of the land, which may appeare by theſe particulars, 

1 Inthatall theircitations , ſummons , ations, proccedings, ſentences, de- 
crees, and judgements in all cauſes and controverſies determinable before any 
of them,are begun, continued, and ended in their own names , titles , and dig - 
nitics , without any relation or mention of authority given to them from the 
King , but as they formerly had their power from the Pope, ſo doe they exer- 
cilc this power and juriſdiction by Popiſh conſtitutions and cuſtoras , and by 
yertue therof challenge power and right lo to doe. 

2. This appcares to be true,from that ſtatute of 28. H.8. which ſtatute being 
the rule of our Archbiſhops, Biſhops,and other the like Officers , with all their 
aſhering ceremonics,ſhews plainly that they are the ſatye they were in the dayes 
of darknes,and fo contrary to the Laws of God and the King , yeaeyento the 
ſame aft inthe true meaning of it,as all, who will, may (ce to be moſt plaine, for 
firſt the King,Peers,and commons, bcing at this time not inſtructed in the un- 
lawfullnes of the Prelacy and their uſhering ceremonies , did not onely not a- 
abridge anie of their former rights and Priviledges , but gave them power to 
exerciſe them as before, lo they were not contrary to the word of God, and the 

Laws of the Land,now the Prelates being cunning Politicians, and knowing 


by . what gzcat revenues came into them, and to the holy Father the Pope, made ulc 


© +heir ignorance and the Kings clemency,and ſo cont.nucd all, ors fo manis 


of their Popiſh cuſtoms as mighe be ſufficient to bring ſuch an eſtate to them & 
their followers,as wherby their pride, powp,and tyrannicall cule might be-main»" 
tayncd,and* hereby is it they Lord it oves all. Hereby is it they maintain their 
courtly governments,and that they cite, Summon,and draw all cauſesand con- 
troverlyes before themſelves and their courtly government , and do challenge 
power and right to doe (o, from their popiſh cuſtoms and conſtitutions, which 
have been heretofore added to the feverall ſcates and Seas of government, and 
doe begin,continue and end them in their owne name,even as they did in che 
dayes of datkncs, onely they uſe,not the Popes name, but have left off his Su» 
premacy,although it (cemsto be their gricf, which appearcs in this amongſt other 
things in that they uſe him and his triple crowne for their character and ſuper» 
ſcrptton in their ſcales of office. 

Obje: But it will be (aid ro wethey doe nor exerciſethis rule from themſclyes, 
nor trom the Pope, bur as from the K:ng,and by his precogatiye, 

Anſ. To which I an{were , doethcy notſtand in relation to the Pope , and 
more to him then to his Majeſty when they will execute his laws to full, and 
perſecute his Majeſties faithfull ſubjets even to death by impriſo- 
ning,fyning and baniſhing of them for the leaſt negle&t of them, doth not every 
King ſpcake by his owne lawcs,and by his own officers? Now when the Popes ” 
lawes arc thus cxecuted by them, doch ir not declare them to be Subjes of his 
Kingdoine., 2. The Laws of the Land and fo of the King are they nor all 
ſnapped in pceccs by them? what Lay can ſtand before them if they take-in 
with the offender 2 Thirdly,if they doe fine anie (as they doe wanie not one- 
ly without bur againſt law) wider pretence for the King , doe they not preferre 
one or other of their favourites to beg the fyne of the King, and fo heis never 
the better ſorit, But if it were granted that they ſtayd by the King, yet why 
ſhould they execute thele Laws among us, (ceing they doe us no govd,but hace 
and annoy us,and are needles and burdenous,and L would ro God both chey and 


| all theic traſh were footlestco. 3- No way can we more gratify the Pope , nor 


give bim hopes of a reentrance amongſt us , then by authorizing and pcactiling 
his Lawcs aworgſt us,and this is the cauſe he hath ſo manie aberters and favou- 
rires amongſt vs,and this cauſeth him to looke for a day ſtill among us, therefure 
can we doe the Lord no better (ervice,or his Majeſty a better tuin , or the Land 
more good,thcn by rooting out the pedlery wares of that man of {in,& by oyer- 
thrownng this couttly governm©',by which theſe merchants of Rowe are grown 
rich & mighty amongſt us, but alas my brethren may wenot renue the c6plaint of 
the Prophet Habak: 1.1.2. 3.4. to the Lord and lay , Oh Lord how long ſhall 1 
cry unto thee and thou Wilt not help,even ery out and tho yyilt not hear , cry out unto 


thee of violence and thou yy1ilt not ſave,&*c. The Layy is diſſolved, and judgment doth 


never go forth, for the Wicked doth compaſſe abowt the righteaxs, therefore wrong judgment : 
8.2 | But -; 


proeeatth, 


oY WH ; "*W 


"Bae let Gods people be comforted, the plowman hath a time to ſow, and 
a-time to reap, and therefore ler them know God hath a time for them, and in 
his time will ſend forth that Angell to reap, and commaund him to thruſt in his 
fickle and reap for the harveſt is ripe Apoc. 14.and to cut down all the vines of 
the vinyards of the earth, and co caſt them into the winepreſle of the wrath of 
Almighty God, alchough now the locuſts be like horſes prepared to battle, Re- 
vel. 9.7. ſtrongly linked cogether with ready prepared minds againſt all ſuch as 
doe but mute againſt their curſed uſurpation, yet let them Know they and all 
their popith titles and dignityes with that head of theirs the Pope, from whom 
they reccived their life and power are now allmoſt if not altogether ripe unto 
the harveſt, they are now become as a baſkett of ſummer*ruit, and the Lord 
will not long paſle by them anic more, ler them looke on the yeate, 1539. and 
gnaw their tongues with grief with the remembrance thereof ,as they have often 
done, and remember that that lopping of their vines that then was, was but a 
begining to prepare them for the tire uf th: wrath of God which ſhalbe kind- 
led here, and ſhal burne in the bottom of Hell , at the kindling wherof they 
andall other the merchants of thele things which are wexen rich ſhall ſtand afar 
off, for feare of her torment, weeping and wailing and ſaying alas alas, Rev. 
18. Aslam perſwaded ſomeof them have done allready, and ſhall doc more, 
fur he thatrides on the white horſe whoſe name is the Word of God will goe 
forth and conquer and ſite the heathen and rule them with a rod of iron, 
for he it is that treadeth the wineprefſe of the wrath of allmighty God,Revyel. 
19.15. Thenſhall the Churches rejoyce, and all the holy ſaints therip, when 
God hath revenged their bloods, for among theſe men is found the blood of 
the Prophets, and of the ſaints, and of all that were ſlain upon the carth, 
Rev.18.24. | 

Having thus farr inlarged according to my pooere ability to ſtrike at the maine 
pillers of. the bodye of this beaſt that tyranniſe over the bodyes and con- 
ſciences of all,l will ad a notable projze& or compact plotted between ſome 
of theirunder officers, the thing is no fable but acertain truth found out and 
confelled by rhe chicf aftor before the juſtice, who at firſt thought to have 
puniſhed ir according to juſtice as he judged the nature of the offence required, 
bur afterward the Parliamant then approaching, hejudged ſuch a notorions fact 
was more fitt to be puniſhed with a more powerfull hand, for the recrour and 
exawple of al! {ſuch ungodly wretches, but the Parliament breaking up before 
things for common good were effeted,this vermin elcaped cenſure and exe» 
Ccution. 

About Rutland (ide asI wascredib ly certified by a miniſter of good credit 
of the Charchof England, there came a pariter in good apparell like a gentle- 


4 man to a ſhepheard Keeping ſheep in the field, with whom he centred into familiar 


ſpcach to know what newcs, the ſhepheard anſwered he knew none, no ſaid the 


pariter doſt thou not dwell in ſuch a town? yea ſaid the ſhepheard, why la 

ariter doſt thou know nothing of ſuch and ſuch in your town,no ſaid theſh 
fieard I know.nothing but well by thew,oh ſaid the pariter thou art a fooleand.. | 
knoweſt nothing, and therupon he relates to the ſhepheard a very haynous ſcan- 
dalous offence of thole perſons, hiraſelf had nominated,and by and by went his 
Way. The ſhepheard coming homerelates what he had beard in the field, at 
the laſt it paſicd ſo from hand co hand that ir becarne a common fame, where- | 
upon the poore innocent were (candaliſcd, and ſo farre as my memory ſervs me, | 
were preſented upon the fame as the oath of the Churchwarden conltrained, 
but by the gracious providence of God theevill doer was found out, who ap- 
peachied the Regiſter or [ome ſuch officer, who had laid the plort with him to 
gett monie, and this I ſuppole is one trick more to gett monie cleanly, then the 
common cheaters before knew of, and indeed the cheaters now a dayes are but 
novices and new upſtarts in compariſon of theſes lawles theeves. Now when [ 
conſider the boldnes of theſe bale underlings,and weigh the exorbitant power 
of the ſuperiour officers of this Antichtiſtian brood,it makes me call ro minde 
the yerſc of the Poet 

Luid Domini faciunt, audent quim talia fures, 


ſereous conlideration of the judicions godly wiſe. 1, Whether anie of his Ma« 
jeſtyes ſubjects ſtand bound by anie a&t of Parliament to ſubmitt to anie new 
conſtitutions made by them, and whether they be compellable therunto by lawe, 
or inpain of excommunication for their neglect? 

2 Whether it be lawfull for anieto exerciſe an abſolute power of them ſelves 
within his Majeſtyes Dominions or not? and if anie ſo doe, whether they be 
not under the ſtatute of premwnire, and whether the prelacy doc not exercile 
ſuch a power? | 
' 3 Whetheritbe lawfull for anie Biſhop or Archbiſhop or anie other bearing | 

or exerciſing ecclefiaſticall power,to bring anie of hisMajcſtyes leige people into | 
inquiſition, lifting them by oaths to force them to accule themſelyes, or others _ 
for want of conformity inanie of their injun&ions, eſpecially when they live | 
in conformity toall his Majeſtyes poſitive lawes. 

4. Whether anie of them haye a prerogative above his majeſtyes ftarure - 
lawes now in force to exact and take of his majcſtyes ſubje&ts morg or lelſle fees 
then is allowed them by.lawe. 


| 
Now before I conclude I defire to propound theſe things following to the 
| 
| 
| 


The reaſons why I propound theſe things for reſolution are manie and wieghe 
ty,becauſe the Prelates and their confederates and ſubordinates doc moſt groſly 
and intollerably incroach both upon Lawes divine & humane, to the diſhonoug /; 
of God,ſhame of all lawfull authoritie, and hurte of the Kings Majeſtics faichs; 


-— 


— — 
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iwpaticnt to ſee anje to live by them , tharate not more zealous Ceremoniou 
of their ſtates and'traditions , then truely zealous faithfull orthodoxalt 4 both 
preachers and people.as if they envyed the image of God inanic , witnes their 
conſtant perſccuting of the Saints in all pace where theirepower extends , and 
that in moſt ſavage manner,l could ſpeake much of their cruell injuſtice ro my 
ſclfe,bur ler that paſſe,conſidering wy owne weaknes and meannes could little 
benefitt anie, yet it ſhewes their thuſt for blond, who will not ſpare pains and coſt 
ro catch a flea, yet ſince their crueltye cealſeth not ro ſilence theLerds worthyes, 
that they ſay to the Seers {ce not , yea inhumanely hale them our, whiles prefled 
under the Lords hand of viſitation, unwercifully pill them by their purfuivants, 
fine them againſt Jawe and equity to the impoveriſhing of them and theirs, even 
after they have ſuſpended,{filenced,and cxcommunicared them, deprived them 
of all bencfitt, yer as if all this were roo little , and that for no offence commit- 
ted, (unles it be offence to looke upon them , yet we lay a (att may hoke on 4 
King) the Purſuivants mn uſt take them, and carty them to prilvn, or take bond 
to appear at the High Commitiion, who have their Inquitit.on which will ſoone 
ſifr men e:thes of their gvods or goodnes, To avoid this ſnare , alas whither 
would not poore mcn,that knowe them,runnc 2 For bþctter to looke much,then 
goods and liberty and all , I could inſtance a couple of famous preachers,my 
neighbours, who'by the hard meaſure of the B.ſhop of London ( that outward 
demure ſheeplike Prelate, but inward ravening wolfe ) were chaſed to theſe 
parts , the one onely for coming into a Chuich where the Biſhop was viſiting 
afcer their Religious exerciſes were ended to (peak with aficind , but becaule 
heſtood excommunicate,he m'ght not tread upon holy clodd ,. bur the purſui- 
vant muſt take him,and carry h;m away,and vo intreaty of anic, ror fincere and 
d-ep protcſtation of the party,could prevaile for his releale;byt he muſt putt in 
bond toappeare at the high Commilizon , and what better there expectcd, but 
utter undoing. _ 

T.1ic other was inhumanely handled for preaching oneLords day after he was 
ſulpencd , although it was without the Liberty of the B.ſhop of London , yer 
he and two others his like , can at the private pleaſures make a Commiſſion, 
and pack out as manie prrſ{uivants, to make a prey of the afflicted, vr Saulc-like 
to'bring -him bed and all that they way ad the worſt they can to the poore 


afflited members of Chriſts body. What Banner or Story of more cruell d.{- 


polition? Letthereader underſtand [ prefume.ro give thele two inſtances 
without ciher of the preachers privity,and therefore it is doubtles too ſkort to 
expreſle the baynoulixes of tlic Pcelates extreaiu cruelty towards cither of them, 


Chriſtian 


ul ſabje&s,yea ſo violentand cruell are theſe unreaſonable men , that theyare ' 


theicOrdinary,they meanc all thoſe intrapping demaunds that theic witrs can pitt 
to them for'the infnaring of themſclvs and others, their demaunds being all ro 
this purpoſe , whether doth your Miniſter read divine ſervice on holy dayes, 
and other feſtivall dayes ? and whether doth he obſerye all the articles con- 
tayned in your charge > and whether doeall in yuur pariſh ducty obſerve the 
like? or anie gadders to Sermons ? or that refuſe to receive the holy commu- 
nion kneeling? or anie that are otherwiſe ſuſpeed of theſe or anie other thing 2 
where they doc force them to confelle the names & ſurnames of thole perſons, 
or cls charge them with perjurye. 

Theſe things thus diſpatched , and their remaining yet alittle white Paper in 
this ſheet, there comming to my bands a booke of a man of note in defence of 
theſe perſons and ſuperſtitions here complained againſt, I knew not how better 
to ſupply the defe& then by commending a few words to him, 


p 
| 


To Dotftor Fohn Purges of Sutton Coldfield 
in Warwick /heire. 


Ood Sir,whileſt this laſt ſheet was underhand, there came 

to my hands byGods providence a booke of yours called x 

rejoynder to D. Mortons 3 nocentCeremonies, by the which 
I perceived how much ſervice you have done to the Prelacy , and , 
how deeply their ingagements muſt by conſequence be to you , I. 


- + 


__ 


w” SER © _ I Ta Lg £2 
Rerfore preſuming therupon, have been bold to aluteyou with 
Etheſc few lines, which if you wilbe pleaſed to take to heart, and to 
E cauſe them to lay downe their extortions in theſe or other hike 
-- proceedings, God ſhall have much honour by you, and the Saints 
- and people of God much benefitt, you have ſaid much in defence 
> of their offices, lawesand adminiſtrations,although to mee it ſeems 
but to little parpoſe,as to cover their nakednes with figlteaves , or 
to danb with untempercd morter, if you will juſtify alfo their pro- 
ceedingsinthis their courtly government, your ſervice I dare ſay, 
ſhall not be uncequited,for the truth is, I am buta poore Weaver, 
and have no learning,but what I have gayncd in Chriſts Schoole, 
and by my.experience amongſt them, having theſe 14 years been 
hunted among them,and now at laſt forced to draw my breath in a 
ftrange Land , Idarefaythere is nothing preſented to you; nor to 
the world,but if you pleafe , your expertence will teach you the 
truth of it , if therefore you ſhall prevaile for their reforming,it 
will bewell,butif not, yet doe {o much, if you can, as procure my 
> peace that [ may again poſſcſſemy own Countrey , what, it is to 
| be driven out, youknow,cſpecially for me who ED no means to 
live on in a ſttange Land, bur if your ingagements to them. be ſuch 
asyou will not be drawen to that , yet let me entreat you to be 
ſceh abroad to the cryes of the poore widdows and Fatherles with 
other oppreſſed ones,and then conſider that when you have ſaid 
all you canforthem,and their adminiſtrations, youabave but made 
a plaiſter for a ſcabbe,that will not be healed, buz cauleth a crying 
out, evenin the cares of the Lord of Hoſts , as you fhay ſee in that 
5s 1fa,7.compared with the g. I pray you therefore whileſt you ſhall 
receive a further reply ſpend your ſpare howres on thelc things, 
: and if youThill doe anic good therin, your ſelf and other ſhall reap 
the beachitt thereby, ThusIrefſt __— 
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t right or Wrong ; thus likg horſes are they prepared to batiell 
with ſtrong unreſiſtible poWer to brave dovene all before them that doth but 
mute againft their curſed wſurpations. 5 what ranks or order of men 
Conwes not wander their tyranny and ſſion in their matchles extortions? 


(arnons and Eccl:fiaſticall lawes; 
eſpecially in the probats of willrnd adminiſtrations they are 4s the 
Proph. Zeph ſauth.3 3. Likg the evening wolf# that leave not the bones nn» 

_ fill the mon brethre muy notrheLord tip laine againſt us as againſt 
his owne people. ler. 5.26. that among bis people on frind wicked men 
that lay Wait « he that ſerteth ſnaver, they ſet a trap to catth men 3 4s 4 
cage 1s full xd uh ſo are their bowſes ful of deceyt, therfore they are 
become great &'W, rich , «iſo they Judg not the cauſe of the fatherleſſe, 

| but as in the 29. ſhall not the Lord viſit for theſe thinges? ſhall not hu ſowle 

' be avengedonſuch 4 nation 4s this? Therfore brethren and loving conn« 
- i confidering theſe things , let me in 4 word ſpeak, to you all under 
theſe i Wo ranks, ether 4s you are the called of God , or «« ye! wncalled by 
him. And firſt toyouthat are called of Goa, let wt to you inthe 
words of the Lord by the Prophet lerem. 2. 1%. What have you- iO doe 
inthe way of Zyypt y to'or nk the water» of Sihor } 0: what haſt 
thou'to aocirt the way of Allyria, to drink the watcrs of the river? 
'Or for tht fear of manto bee found in the Way of Gilgall , for all their 

. Wickednes i2in Gilgall , there doth the Lord hate them, and for their ins- 
anitres Wil in h1s time drive them out of his houſe ; therfore come nc# at 
their conrts » obey not their ſummons ſent ont in their own names agarnit 
wt. | the 


the law of the land and henewr of the King, ſo that if the Kings Hl aje 
were not yery patient towards them, and thoſe that ſubmit totheir uſwr- 
potions where were they ? Truſt God with your goods and lives,he u able 
to recampence all wth better , ad not fire then to oy altar of Baal, neither 
by puſe wor preſence , Walk not after theſe commaundemensof men 
Icft Ephraim like, ye be opprefſcd and broken in judgment , and 
the Lord become toyon (as to him) amoth, or as hewas 10 Indah 
xzottenes , Hoſea 5. 11. 12. H4y brethren be not afraid no 
canſe, confuder what the eApeſtle [aith to Timothy 2. epiſt. 1.7. God 
hath notgiven to v8 the ſpirit of fear, but of powef, of love, ofa 
ſound minde, Where obſerve, this fear of man for the preyaili FP a3: 
theref, is called the iÞirit of feare , and oppoſed to the ſpirit of God, as 
power , and loys anda ſound minde , whence then We may learn., Thas 
Where ever this fear Ml man is reſiding in the firength and power of it 
there no ſound power of godlines , nor ſoundnes of judgment , nor power of 
attion,s; to be looked for. Befides this ar: of man Wiki be a ſnare to you, far 
the fear of man bringeth a ſnare, but who ſo truſteth in God ſhalbe 
fare. Proy? 29.25. Beſides there is a lake prepared for the fearful, ſay 
wet then Wth the faintbearted ſpyes , there be giants, and Walls up to hea» © 
ven, and we ſhall never overcome, for We overcome in ſuſferring. (onfider . 
alſo, that God, the Goffell, andthe people of God, are more beholding ( if 
1 may ſo fpeak) to one conſtam ſi ſent of God , then toten thouſund 
fainthearted apoſtates and backſluders , therefore my brethren looke what 
God; worthyes have done, and doe bkeWiſe , as Paule to Timo.2. epiſt. 1. 
8. ſo ] ſpeak to you all in his words, Be not you therefore aſhamed of 
the teſtimonie of our lord , nor of me his priſonner; but be you pat 
takers of the afflitions of the Goſpel] , according to the power of 
God who bath ſaved us and called us with ap holy calling. 

And to you my countrymen that are yet wncalled what ſhall I ſay ? to 
ſett you a Works about the works of 4 living ma that have not a principleof 
life in you, Were but vain thing, 1 therefore ſay no more to you but thus, 
Take conrege to your ſelys as you are men, and knoW your oWn priviled- 

6; and ſtand to them, conſider the laws of a kingdome are theſpljefts in- 
tance, and no [ubjeit can be deprived of ba ithowt manifeſt rnjue- 
ſlice , therfore ſuffer not your ſelys to be gulled i# theſe things , locke the 
Statute for the probate of Wills and ttftaments,obſerve the penaltye: upon 
all that ſhall extort wpon the ſame,the lawe ſaying direttely in theſe Words 
Thar if a Biſhop or Archbiſhop or anic other eccichaltical] jorif- 
dition ſhall cxtort or take of anic of his Maycltycs ſubjeRs,cither 
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frmnt gdb owne ties. Farewell in the Lord farewell. 
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STEVEN PYCKELL. 


TO: ALL. THO SE- IN: ENG LAN 
exerciling Ecclefiaſticall power and jurifdiQion over Gods. p 
ple, Biſhops, Archbiſhops.,, Archicacons, Deans; 'Official 
Commiſſarics, and all other their depending Officers, from t 
higheſt Prelate to the meaneſt Apparitor in the Kingdom, 


1 that my connſell might become acceptable to you. all, that 1 
() would breake of our is AASA 5 pa ah (YME hy 
merey to Gods [ane and people, and that y0u Would leave 
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| of it over your feltow brethren , let nat the Lord. When be ſpall com 
clandes , find: you ſmiting Ieremie on the cheek, lefb Paſhurs pert 
your inheritance , and the Lord make you 4 terrowr to. your ſelvs , for 
g0u all far'a ceriain , that your vinjards are moſt ripe to the winepreſſe, 
that the Angell vobo bath that ſharp ſickle in hu hand , is coming forth 
cutt done all the vines of the vinezards of the earth, end to ca} Fs h 
the winepreſſt of the wrath of a'mighty God, therefore let me again 4 
again intreat you, to leave lording of it over Gods inheritance, 4urob\ 
the Kings Maj Fa of his maintenaunce; nor the nobility of their titles « 
dignityes, nar t ifirates of their povterand authority , nor the ſubje 
of: their rigths and inheritances, take not the garmente ; on 
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om the vida 
nor the bread from the fatherles by your extortions , eate not up the Lot 
people like bread any longer , leſt the Lord bring a plague upon y0u, out) 
which you ſhall not hee able to pu'l your necks , let the Lord Chriſts nas 
be honoured and ſets up in all bis of fices and ordinaunces on Sion his by 
mountain, juſſel him no longer out of his Kingly throne ; left he reckon yi 
among his enemies, and ſo /ay you all before him, build not up your Sy 
with bloods, nor your Ieruſalem with cr weltyes , leſb you make a fracfs 
[ land become anheap , or a deſolate wildernes , think mat 6 


ſuppreſſe Gods truth, for rather then it ſhal{wan 
| — todeeit, and ſo raiſe | COCA 


| you and your forefathers have 
counſells from the Lord, for th 4 
ſaints5z that you are no other, very bellowes of Amtichrift, by Whie 
he blowes up and kindlath Fe of ſuperitttion and idolatrye in 
Pay ne bonger the colours of Antichrift 


| Engle nation, 


